The celebrant questions the parents and
godparents:

Celebrant: Do you reject Satan?
Parents and godparents: I do.

Celebrant: And all his works?
Parents and godparents: ¥ do.

Celebrant: And all his empty promises?
Parents and godparents: I do.

Next the celebrant asks for the threefold
profession of faith from the parents and
godparents:

Celebrant: Do you believe in God, the
Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth?

Parents and godparents: I do.

Celebrant: Do you believe in Jesus
Christ,/ his only Son, our Lord, who was
born of the Virgin Mary, was crucified,
died, and was buried, rose from the
dead, and is now seated at the right hand
of the Father?

Parents and godparents: I do.

Celebrant: Do you believe in the Holy
Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body and life
everlasting?

Parents and godparents: 1 do.

Celebrant: This is our faith. This is the
faith of the Church. We are proud to
profess it, in Christ Jesus our Lord.

All: Amen.

Baptism
The celebrant invites the family to the
font and questions the parents and
godparents:

Celebrant: Is it your will that N. should be
baptized in the faith of the Church, which
we have all professed with you?
Parents and godparents: It is.

He baptises the child, saying:

N., I baptize you in the name of the
Father,

He immerses the child or pours water
upon him (her).

and of the Son,

He immerses the child or pours water
upon him (her) a second time.

and of the Holy Spirit.

He immerses the child or pours water
upon him (her) a third time.

Anointing with Chrism
Then the celebrant says:

God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ
has freed you from sin, giveni you a new
birth by water and the Holy Spirit, and
welcomed you into his holy people. He
now anoints you with the chrism of
salvation. As Christ was anointed Priest,
Prophet, and King, so may you live
always as a member of his body, sharing
everlasting life.

All: Amen.

Then the celebrant anoints the child on the
crown of the head with the sacred chrism,
in silence.

Clothing with the White Garment

Celebrant: N., you have become a new
creation, and have clothed yourself in
Christ. See in this white garment the
outward sign of your Christian dignity.
With your family and friends to help you by
word and example, bring that dignity
unstained into the everlasting life of heaven.
Ali: Amen.

The white garment is put on the child.

The Lighted Candle

The celebrant takes the Easter candle and
says:

Receive the light of Christ.

Someone from the family (such as the
father or godfather) lights the child’s
candle from the Easter candle. The
celebrant then says:

Parents and godparents, this light is
entrusted to you to be kept burning brightly.
This child of yours has been enlightened by
Christ. He (she) is to walk always as a child
of the light. May he (she) keep the flame of
faith alive in his (her) heart. When the Lord

comes, may he (she) go out to meet him
with all the saints in the heavenly kingdom.

[The Ephphatha (Prayer over Ears and
Mouth) may now follow. The celebrant
touches the ears and mouth of the child
with his thumb, saying:

The Lord Jesus made the deaf hear and
the dumb speak. May he soon touch your
ears to receive his word, and your mouth
to proclaim his faith, to the praise and
glory of God the Father.

All: Amen.]

CONCLUSION OF THE RITE

Next there is a procession to the altar,
unless the baptism was performed in the
sanctuary. The lighted candle is carried
for the child.

The following or an appropriate hymn
may be sung.

You have put on Christ,
in him you have been baptized.
Alleluia, alleluia.

The Lord’s Prayer

The celebrant stands in front of the altar and
addresses the parents, godparents, and the
whole assembly in these or similar words:

Dearly beloved, this child has been reborn
in baptism. He (she) is now called the
child of God, for so indeed he (she) is. In
confirmation he (she) will receive the
fullness of God’s Spirit. In holy
communion he (she) will share the
banquet of Christ’s sacrifice, calling God
his (her) Father in the midst of the Church.
In the name of this child, in the Spirit of
our common sonship, let us pray together
in the words our Lord has given us:

All present join the celebrant in singing or
saying:

Our Father, | who art in heaven, |

hallowed be thy name. | Thy kingdom

come. | Thy will be done on earth, as it
is in heaven. | Give us this day our daily
bread. | And forgive us our trespasses |
as we forgive those who trespass against
us. | And lead us not into temptation, |
but deliver us from evil.

The Blessing

The celebrant first blesses the mother,
who holds the child in her arms, then the
father, and lastly the entire assembly:

Celebrant: God the Father, through his
Son, the Virgin Mary’s child, has brought
joy to all Christian mothers, as they see
the hope of eternal life shine on their
children. May he bless the mother of this
child. She now thanks God for the gift of
her child. May she be one with him (her)
in thanking him for ever in heaven, in
Christ Jesus our Lord.

All: Amen.

Celebrant: God is the giver of all life,
human and divine. May he bless the father
of this child. He and his wife will be the
first teachers of their child in the ways of
faith. May they be also the best of teachers,
bearing witness to the faith by what they
say and do, in Christ Jesus our Lord.

All: Amen.

Celebrant: By God’s gift, through water
and the Holy Spirit, we are reborn to
everlasting life. In his goodness, may he
continue to pour out his blessings upon
these sons and daughters of his. May he
make them always, wherever they may be,
faithful members of his holy people. May
he send his peace upon all who are
gathered here, in Christ Jesus our Lord.
All: Amen.

Celebrant: May almighty God, the
Father, and the Son, % and the Holy
Spirit, bless you.

All: Amen.

English translation © 1969 Intemational Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.
Imprimatur: 4+ John Cardinal Heenan, Archbishop of Westminster 25th June, 1970.

CTS

Published by the Incorporated Catholic Truth Society,
40-46 Harleyford Road, London, SE11 5AY

Tel: 020 7640 0042 Fax: 020 7640 0046

website: CTSbooks.org

CTS Code: PCO2-P




